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1. Five Principles of United States Government
2. Popular Sovereignty

The United States Constitution is based on Popular Sovereignty – rule by ______________________________.

United States government is based upon the ______________________________________________(Locke); the authority for government flows from the people

How?  - People _______________to choose their leaders and also refuse to ________________them if desired, based upon their ________________________________
3. Limited Government
The Constitution _____________________________________ the actions of the government by specifically ___________________________ powers it has and does not have.

Example – The Bill of Rights (1st ten_________________________________) sets specific limits in the areas of freedom of expression, personal security, and fair trials.
4. Separation of Powers
[image: image1.wmf]The Constitution limits the central government by dividing power among the _________________________, _____________________________________ and ____________________________ branches.

Under separation of powers, each branch has specific _________________________.  

The Founders did this to _________________________________________________.
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5. Checks and Balances
To the principle of separation of powers the Founders added a system of checks and balances, whereby each _________________________________________ exercises some ____________________ over the other.

Example – Presidential power to _____________ a Legislative bill

6. Federalism
Federalism describes the basic structure of the United States government.  
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Under federalism power is divided between _______________________ and ______________ governments.

Both levels have their own agencies and officials and pass laws for their citizens. 
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Judicial Review
The power of the courts to declare laws and actions of local, state, or national governments invalid if they violate the Constitution.

All federal courts have this authority, but the United States ____________________ ___________________ has the final authority.  

M______________________  v. M__________________________ in 1803 established the principle of judicial review.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

8. Republic
The United States is a ___________________________________.  We have a republican form of government.

This means that the _________________________________are the source of the government’s authority.

Voters _________________ people as __________________________________ to make decisions for them.  If the voters disapprove of what their elected officials do they can choose to ________vote for them during the next election. 
This type of republic is called a r______________________________ d_______________________________.
9. Characteristics of a Democracy
I____________________  L___________________________ – Democracy requires that all people be as ____________as possible to develop their own capacities.

M________________________ R_______________  with  M____________________ R_________________ – Democracy requires that government decisions be based upon majority rule but ensuring the rights of the minority.

F_________________ E___________________________– Democracy is based on the consent of the governed (John Locke).  Everyone’s vote carries the same weight – “one person, one vote.”

Competing P_______________________ P___________________________ – Political parties compete to win elections giving voters a ________________________.
10. Equity in United States Government

· The system of government in the United States seeks ______________________ in the following areas:

1. Equal justice before the law – The goal of the American legal system is to _______________________________________________.

2. Equal __________________________ vs. Equality of _____________________ – All people should have equal opportunity regardless of their wealth.

11. Citizenship
There are three ways a person can be a United States citizen.

1) _________________________________________________________________ (14th Amendment)

2) N_______________________________________________________________ (14th Amendment)

3) Born to a __________________________ who is a United States citizen.  

Jus soli – “Law of the __________________________”

Jus sanguinis – “Law of ________________________”

12. The Constitution
The Constitution is a ___________________________________ and serves as the supreme ______of the land.

It can be divided into three parts

· P________________________________ - purpose of the document (introduction)
· A________________________________ – how government is structured and how to make changes to the Constitution (7 articles)
· A____________________________ - changes to the Constitution (first 10 are called the Bill of Rights)
12. Preamble
There are six goals found in the Preamble:

1) To form a more _________________________ _______________________ (organization of states)
2) Establish _________________________
3) Ensure ____________________ ________________________ (peace at home in the U.S.)
4) Provide for the _____________________ ________________________ (the military)
5) Promote the _______________________ _______________________ (for our citizens)
6) Secure the blessings of ______________________ (ensure freedoms)

13. Articles
I. – (1)________________________________ Branch

II. – (2)_________________________________ Branch

III. – (3)_________________________________ Branch

IV. -  (4) Relationship with __________________________
V. -  (5) ___________________________________ Process

VI. -  (6) _____________________________ Clause

VII. -  (7) _____________________________ Process
15. Amendments (Bill of Rights)

  1 – Freedom of ______________________, _______________________, ______________________, 

________________________ and ______________________________

  2 -  Right to bear ______________________ (weapons)

  3 -  Prohibits the _______________________________ of soldiers in private homes 

  4 – No unreasonable ____________________________ and ___________________________
  5 – Rights of the ___________________________ and _______________________ domain

  6 – Right to speedy and public _____________________________
  7 – _________________________ in a civil trial

  8 – No excessive ______________________, cruel or unusual __________________________________
  9 – Reserves rights to the _________________________________
10 – Reserves rights to the _________________________________
16. Other Amendments

11 – Defines how states can be sued

12 – Requires electors to elect the President and Vice President on separate ballots

13 – Abolished slavery

14 – Defines citizenship

15 – Voting rights to African American males

16 – Established a national income tax

17 – Direct election of senators

18 – Prohibition

19 – Voting rights to women

20 -  Sets the dates for the Inauguration and the opening of Congress

21 – Repealed Prohibition

22 – Limits a presidents term to two or ten years

23 – Voting rights to residents of Washington D.C.

24 – Eliminated the poll tax

25 – Establishes presidential succession

26 – Voting rights to 18 year olds

27 – Bans Congress from raising their salary in the middle of a term

17. Article I – Legislative Branch
Congress is ____________________________ (means 2 chambers or parts) composed of the:

House of R________________________________ 


435 members according to the ___________________________________ of each state 

Senate  100 members – _____ from each state
· The job of Congress is to ________________ _____________________.  

· As a ___________________________ on the power of the president, Congress can _______________________ (that means cancel it out!) the veto of a President with a 2/3 vote.
18. Qualifications
House of Representatives

-________________ years old

-Citizen for ____________ years

-Resident of the state they represent

Senate

-________________ years old

-Citizen for ____________ years

-Resident of the state they represent
19. Article I – Section 8

Article I Section 8 contains the powers of the legislative branch.  

These powers are called _____________________________, ______________________________ or ________________________ powers.

Clause 18 of Article I Section 8 is called the “________________________ & ___________________” clause or the _________________________ clause. 

· It allows Congress to pass laws necessary and proper to carry out their expressed powers (allows flexibility)

20. Article II – The Executive Branch
The duties of the President include ___________________________________passed by Congress and serving as the ______________________________________ of the armed forces.  

As a check on the legislative branch, the president can _______________laws passed by Congress.

21. Qualifications

President

-______________ years old

-_____________________ born citizen

-Resident of United States for __________________ years
22. Roles of the President

· Head of ____________________
· Chief __________________________
· Chief __________________________
· ____________________________ Planner

· ____________________ Leader

· Chief _________________________
· ______________________________ in Chief
23.  Article III – The Judicial Branch
Article III establishes the Judicial Branch.

· The Supreme Court is the _______________________________ court 
in the land (court of last resort).  

· There are _______ justices (1 ______________ Justice and 8 Associate Justices).  

· They are nominated by the ____________________ and must be confirmed by the _____________.  

· They serve for _____________________ unless they retire or are impeached.
24. The Judicial Branch

· The role of the Judicial Branch is to __________________________ the laws passed by Congress and signed by the President.

· This is called judicial review and ____________________________ v. _______________________ established this principle.  

· McCulloch v. Maryland established the principle that the Constitution should be interpreted ________________________. 
25. Legal System Principles
1)  Equal __________________________ Under the Law

2)  __________________________________ of Law

3)  Presumption of _________________________ 
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